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MABINOGION OF THE WEST. 
Communicated by Alfred J- Morrison, Hampden- Sidney, Va. 

The expedition that gave Mount Vernon its name revived 
the general question, In what nation was the title to America? 
These nice points of priority have often been very serious mat- 
ters, and although forms of discussion are different to-day, tlic 
bases of dispute may be quite the same. Precedent was not 
greatly cited a dozen years ago, but the Spaniard was ousted 
none the less. In 1740, when Admiral Vernon was for a time 
a hero, the patriot of the open letter was pleased to show how 
that the English was the only right. In the Gentleman's Maga- 
zine for that year (Vol. X., pp. 103-105), the Vicar of St. 
David's argues, with proof: 
"Sir, 

"That the vast Continent of America was first discovered by 
Britons, above Three hundred Years before the Spaniards had 
any Footing there; and that Descendants of that first Colony of 
Britons who then seated themselves there are still a distinct 
people, and retain their original Language, is a Matter of Fact, 
which may be indisputably proved by the concurrent Account 
of several Writers and Travellers. I shall first quote a letter of 
Mr. Morgan Jones, Chaplain to the Plantations of South Caro- 
lina, sent to Dr. Thomas Lloyd, of Pennsylvania, by whom it was 
transmitted to Charles Lloyd of Dol-y-fran in Montgomeryshire, 
Esqr: and afterwards communicated to Dr. Robert Plott, by the 
hands of Mr. Edward Lluid, A. M., Keeper of the Ashmolean 
Museum in Oxford. It is as follows: 

" 'These Presents may certify all Persons whosoever, that in ■ 
The year 1660, I being then an Inhabitant in Virginia, and Chap- 
lain to Major-General Bennet of Manseman [Nansemond] 
county, the said Major Bennet and Sir William Berkeley sent 
two ships to Port Royal, now called South Carolina, which is 60 
Leagues to the Southward of Cape Fair, and I was sent there- 
with to be their Minister. 

" 'Upon the 8*" of April we set out from Virginia and arriv'd 
at the Harbour's TsTouth of Port Royal the i9'>' of the same 
Month, where we waited for the rest of the Fleet that was to 
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sail from Barbadoes and Bermuda with one Mr. West, who was 
to be Deputy-Governor of the said Place. As soon as the Fleet 
came in, the small Vessels that were with us sail'd up the River 
to a Place called Oyster Point. There I continued about eight 
Months ; all which Time being almost starved for want of Pro- 
visions, I and five more travell'd thro' the Wilderness till we 
came to the Tuscorara Country: There the Tuscorara Indians 
took us Provisions, because we told them we were bound for 
Roanoke: That Night they carried us into their Town, and shut 
as up close by ourselves, to our no small Dread. The next Day 
they enter'd into a Consultation about us; which after it was 
over, their Interpreter told us, that we must prepare ourselves 
to die next Morning. Whereupon being very much dejected, 
and speaking to this Effect in the British Tongue, "Have I 
escaped so many Dangers, and must I now be knocked on the 
Head like a Dog ?" Then presently an Indian came to me, which 
afterwards appear'd to be a War-Captain; belonging to the Sa- 
chim of the Doegs (whose original I find must be from the Old 
Britons) and took me up by the Middle, and told me in the Brit- 
ish Tongue, / should not die : and thereupon went to the Empe- 
rour of Tuscorara, and agreed for my Ransom and the Men that 
were with me. They then welcomed us to their Town, and en- 
tertained us very civilly and cordially four Months ; during which 
Time I had the Opportunity of conversing with them familiarly 
in the British Language; and did preach to them three Times a 
Week in the same Language; and they would usually confer with 
me about any thing that was difficult therein; and at our De- 
parture they abundantly suppli'd us with whatever was necessary 
to our Support and Well-being. They are seated upon Pontigo- 
River, not far from Cape-Atros. This is a brief Recital of my 
Travels among the Doeg Indians. 

" 'Morgan Jones, the 
" 'son of John Jones 
" 'of Basaleg, near 
" 'New-Port, in the 
" 'County of Mon- 
'' 'mouth. 
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" 'New York, March Io'^ 1685-6. 

" "P. S. — I am ready to conduct any Welshman or others to 
the Country.' " 

The Vicar of St. David's observes that Mr. Morgan Jones 
was probably unacquainted with the history of his own country, 
and himself supplies some account of Madoc ap Owen Gwyn- 
eth's discovery of Mexico in 1170, referring to Sir Thomas Her- 
bert's Travels, page 222, and to Dr. Heylin's Geography, page 
lOGO, and citing the epitaph of Madoc in Mexico — 
Madoc zvyf mwydic ei wedd 
Jawn Genau Owen Gwynedd, etc. 
"But this Narrative," adds the Vicar, "sets off the whole 
Matter beyond Dispute; wherein our Author writes with such 
Simplicity and unaffected style, and without any studied Elo- 
quence, as 'tis plain he had nothing in View, but to relate the 
naked Truth. 

"Theophilus Evans, 
"Vicar of St. David's in Brecon."'^ 



LETTER OF JOHN KENNON.' 

September loth, 1778. 
Copied from the Records of Surry County by A. S. Edwards, Clerk. 
Dear Sir: 

It was with pleasure I read your letter, received of Lt. Boyce, 
'till I came to a clause wherein you mentioned that you had al- 
ways manifested the greatest readiness in serving me, and were 
in hopes' I was convinced of it. Your doubting my being con- 

'This legend of a Welsh discovery of America is often mentioned by 
eighteenth century writers, and is discussed at large, with many other 
hypotheses, by both Sam. Engel and Cornelius De Pauw. A considerable 
bibliography is given in a recent volume of Notes and Queries. However, 
Chaplain Jones's letter is rather startling. A. T. U. 

'This John Kennon appears to have been a son of Colonel Richard 
Kennon, of Charles City county. His sister Anne married Allen Cocke, 
to whom the letter above seems to have been written, and sister Mary mar- 
ried William Randolph. 



